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BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF REDLANDS WELCOMES DIGNITARIES  
 

HUD Secretary Preston, Congressman Lewis, Superviso r Hansberger,  
Mayor Harrison Tour New Facility 

 
 
REDLANDS – A team of federal and local dignitaries toured the Boys & Girls Club of 

Redlands’ new facility on Clay Street recently, meeting the low-income, high-risk youth 

who use the center and seeing first-hand the Clubhouse they fought to fund and build.   

 

“Without the support of Congressman Jerry Lewis, the U.S. Department of Housing & 

Urban Development (HUD), and others, this Clubhouse would not be a reality,” said 

P.T. McEwen, chief professional officer.  “For so many of the youth who use our club, 

we are a second home.  This was a wonderful opportunity for us to welcome these 

dignitaries into our home and thank them for the dedication to young people in the 

Inland Empire.” 

 

McEwen said Congressman Lewis was instrumental in securing a $500,000 

appropriation to help build the Clubhouse.  Additional funding came from the San 

Bernardino County Neighborhood Initiative, a partnership between San Bernardino 

County, HUD, Fannie Mae and the cities of Redlands, San Bernardino and Highland.  

The Initiative purchases foreclosed homes, renovates them, and then sells them to first-

time, low-income buyers.  Proceeds are designated for neighborhood improvements, 

including youth and senior centers. 

-MORE- 
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 “This is an excellent and effective way to combine the resources of federal, state and 

local governments to build much needed facilities,” said San Bernardino County 

Supervisor Dennis Hansberger. 

 

Guest touring the Clubhouse Aug. 15 included HUD Secretary Steve Preston; HUD 

Assistant Secretary Susan Peppler; Congressman Jerry Lewis; San Bernardino County 

Supervisor Dennis Hansberger and Redlands Mayor Jon Harrison.  Additionally, David 

Horne and Jeff Becker of HUD attended, along with Jennifer Wickre and Sean Dillon 

from the Office of Congressman Lewis.  Members of the Boys & Girls Club Board of 

Directors and staff joined them. 

 

The Boys & Girls Club of Redlands, established in 1967, played an integral role in the 

Redlands community for over 40 years, providing daily programs and services to young 

people, and until now, has yet to have a permanent home of its own.  This will be the 

first time in the Club’s history to have a flagship Clubhouse where all key operations 

can be under one roof. 

 

The Club is open Monday through Friday, after school until 6:00pm, providing programs 

in character and leadership development, education and career enhancement, the arts, 

health and life skills, and sports, fitness and recreation.   

 

# # # 
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“Club Member Sarah Benson explains the impact the Club has on her, while Supervisor Hansberger, 

Congressman Lewis, Assistant HUD Secretary Susan Peppler and HUD Secretary Preston listen” 

 

 
“Mayor Harrison, Assistant HUD Secretary Susan Peppler, HUD Secretary Presto, Supervisor 

Hansberger, and Congressman Lewis pose before the donor wall in the Clubhouse lobby” 


