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LOCAL CLUB MEMBER NAMED BOYS & GIRLS CLUB JR. YOUTH  OF THE YEAR 

 
Melvin Dean is a true example of an extraordinary young man.  At age 11 he has been 
selected as the Jr. Youth of the Year for the Boys & Girls Club of Redlands.  Melvin was 
amongst other nominees from the 5 other Boys & Girls Club locations.  The other 
nominated Club Members were: Elainna Ortiz, who attends the Bryn Mawr Club Site, 
age 10; Alexis Ponce who attends Waterman Gardens Club Site, age 8;  Kiana 
Enderica who attends the Mentone Club Site, age 10;  Naomi Vasquez who attends the 
Hansberger Clubhouse, age 10.  Melvin attends the Brockton Club Site. 
 
Being named Jr. Youth of the Year is the highest honor a Boys & Girls Club of 
Redlands member can receive.  The title recognizes outstanding contributions to 
members’ family, school, community and their local Boys & Girls Club. 
 
“It (the Club) means everything to me,” said Dean.  “I love the Club because if I have 
had a bad day at school or home, I always feel better when I get to the Club.” 
 
Dean went on to say that he keeps coming to the Club because how the staff treat him 
and make him feel great.  Plus the Club has some fun activities to help keep him 
engaged and support his education 
 
“The staff are always nice and helpful – no matter what,” said Dean. 
 
Dean plans for the future are education focus.  In the short term he wants to gradate 
from middle school.  Long term, he wants to have a successful high school term and 
graduate college.  
 
“I have had the privilege of working with Melvin for the past several years, said Mark 
Davis, Director of Program Services, “and I have to say that Melvin is an inspiration!  He 
very empathetic towards others and always willing to help” 
 
Program Director Paul Allen Jr., recalls the first time he met Melvin.  “He walked up to 
me and ask ‘who I was.’  I responded that I am the new staff here at the Brockton Site.  
Melvin paused and then replied ‘I think we are going to be good friends.  This is a great 
sample of how Melvin was accepting of others.” 
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The young people that were eligible for this honor had to have been a 2009 Member of 
the Month recipient.  A recognition dinner was held for all those Club Members and their 
families on Thursday January 28, 2010 at Burrage Mansion.  That is where Melvin 
Dean was surprised with his new title of 2010 Jr. Youth of the Year.  

 
About Boys & Girls Clubs of Redlands 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Redlands (www.bgcr.org) is an affiliate of Boys & Girls Clubs of 
America.  Known as “The Positive Place for Kids,” the Clubs provide guidance-oriented 
character development programs on a daily basis for children 6-17 years old, conducted 
by a full-time professional staff.  Key Boys & Girls Club programs emphasize character 
and leadership development, education and career development, health and life skills, 
the arts, sports, fitness and recreation.  The Club operates locations in the communities 
of Loma Linda, Mentone, Redlands, and San Bernardino. 
 
 
 

 
Left to Right: Montrice Shabete, Senior Site Director; PJ Allen, Jr., Program Director; 
2010 Jr. Youth of the Year Melvin Dean; Cory Franz, Lead Youth Development 
Specialist; and Mark Davis, Director of Program Services. 
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