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Clubs recognize Redlands youth for
giving back
By JESSIE GILL, Staff Writer
REDLANDS DAILY FACTS & SAN BERNARDINO SUN
April 6, 2010
REDLANDS - Malcolm Hunter is a bright kid with a brighter smile.

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Redlands named the 18-year-old Redlands High School
senior the 2009 Youth of the Year.

"It's the highest honor that the Boys & Girls can give," said P.T. McEwen, CEO of the
Boys & Girls Clubs of Redlands.

The club is honoring Hunter because of the strength of character he has displayed while
growing up in a rough area.

Hunter began attending the Boys & Girls club at 8 years old, when he lived in a public
housing project near the Boys & Girls Club at 803 W. Brockton Ave. He described the
north Redlands neighborhood as "violent." He said he saw people doing drugs in the
park and graffiti-covered walls near the park.

"It was mostly all negative," Hunter said. "There was nothing positive."

North Redlands is home to the city's criminal gangs. Hunter said his three older sisters
all "ran the streets" - meaning they got involved with the gang lifestyle.

Hunter said he saw the example his sisters set for him and decided his own life would
take a different trajectory.

"l didn't want to be like them," he said.
"The street life has no positive side to it - it only destroys people's lives and all those

who are involved in it," he said. "Drugs, alcohol, and violence are what the streets are
made of, and how positive is that?"



Malcolm Hunter 2009 Youth of the Year for Boys & Girls Clubs

He spent countless hours at the Boys & Girls Club "It gave me the opportunity to make
something of myself," he said.

Hunter was accepted to Cal State San Bernardino on Monday. He is the first member of
his family to be accepted into college. And he credits his Christian faith, his family and
the Boys & Girls Club for his success in the face of adversity.

"This is a prime example of the impact the Boys & Girls Club has,” McEwen said.

Hunter plans to study psychology and social work in college. He said would like to help
other kids the way the Boys & Girls Club has helped him.

He now works part time at the Boys & Girls Club of Redlands as a junior staff member.
McEwen said Hunter is already making good on his plans to make a difference in other
kids' lives.

Rawana Kifle, 10, has attended the Boys & Girls Club since she was 4 years old. She
said Hunter's presence at the club is overwhelmingly positive.

"You never see him when he's not smiling," she said. "He's always smiling, and he
always cares."

Hunter volunteers by helping kids with their homework, he teaches kids about healthy
lifestyles and he serves as a chaperone on special field trips.

"l believe that Boys & Girls Club is a beautiful thing and a beautiful truth that has molded
many lives, including my own, and without that truth, | would not be who | am today,"
Hunter said.



He is among hundreds of local youths across the country recognized by Boys & Girls
Clubs of America for his sound character, leadership skills, and willingness to give back
to the community.

Hunter will compete against other Boys & Girls Club members for the San Andreas

Youth of the Year title. The winner of the title gets a scholarship from the Reader's
Digest Foundation.
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